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NEWS RELEASE
CSTA Recognizes Exceptional Contributions to the Seed
Industry at its 95th Annual Meeting

Montreal, Quebec: July 9, 2018 – Today at their 95th Annual Meeting, the
Canadian Seed Trade Association (CSTA) and its members recognized and
celebrated the innovative contributions of three exceptional leaders within the
seed industry.
Dr. Igor Falak was awarded with the Canadian Plant Breeding and Genetics
Award, which is co-sponsored by CSTA and Germination Magazine. Dr. Falak
is a private sector canola researcher at Pioneer Hi-Bred Production who has
shown great capacity for development of unique commercial products
with native-sourced traits. His canola breeding efforts have resulted in many
improved, leading-edge canola hybrids which have harnessed unique natural
variability to improve key agronomic characteristics, such as disease and pod
shatter resistance. His previously awarded honours reflect his scientific
excellence not only within his organization, but also the industry. His passion
and dedication to his work is quite evident and inspiring to canola breeders and
researchers of all ages.
This year the Seed Achievement Award is co-sponsored by CSTA and CropLife
Canada. Both organizations were delighted to announce Dr. Stephen Yarrow as
the recipient of this distinguished award. Dr. Yarrow, began his career as a
research scientist at one of Canada’s first plant biotechnology companies and
then served as an executive at the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. Dr.
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Yarrow went on to work as the Vice-President of Plant Biotechnology for
CropLife Canada and was instrumental in developing positions on many seedrelated issues and challenges. His contributions to the seed and biotech
industries have come in various forms over many years of service. Most
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recently, Dr. Yarrow served as an active participant and driver of the Seed
Synergy initiative. While he has now retired, he has been instrumental in
generating a positive operating environment for the broader seed sector,
pushing for regulatory modernization and seeking international adoption of
plant breeding innovations. It is evident that Dr. Yarrow has been a leader in our
industry and is well deserving of this award.
Industry veteran, Ron Weik, was named as the recipient of the CSTA
Honourary Life Membership Award. Mr. Weik, formerly of FP Genetics Inc.,
worked in his 'first career' until 2003 with the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool. He
dedicated his career to promoting and bettering the Certified seed industry,
while working alongside breeders, seed growers, end-users and farmers. Due
to his knowledge of the industry and his willingness to invest his time, Mr. Weik
has been consistently called upon by CSTA staff and members alike for his
input and support of CSTA activities. His participation in committee meetings
has always offered a balanced and insightful approach and certainly earned
him the respect of regulators and industry peers alike. Mr. Weik will always be
admired for his quiet leadership role with colleagues in seed and trade
associations. His work over the years has certainly helped to build an improved
and more vibrant industry for the betterment of all involved in seed and has
demonstrated that he is truly deserving of this recognition.
"It is my privilege to have been among the members present at the awards
ceremony this afternoon to recognize these three truly exceptional individuals",
said CSTA President, Dan Wright. "Igor, Stephen and Ron have each made a
significant impact on agriculture and the seed industry specifically. We are
honoured to be able to recognize and celebrate their accomplishments".
Should you have any questions or comments about our award winners, please
contact us at the coordinates below.
-30The Canadian Seed Trade Association is the national voice of more than 130
seed company members engaged in all aspects of seed research, production
and marketing and trade, both domestically and internationally. Learn more
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about CSTA at seedinnovation.ca. Follow us on Twitter @SeedInnovation.
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For more information or to schedule an interview, please contact:
Kim Sabourin, Manager, Communications and Member Engagement
Phone: 613.829.9527
Cell: 613.292.4326
Email: ksabourin@seedinnovation.ca

Dan Wright, President, CSTA
Email: dan.b.wright@monsanto.com
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