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What is the Canadian Seed Trade Association?

The Canadian Seed Trade Association is the collective voice of Canada’s seed
industry, driving innovation and investment in seed.
We are a not-for-profit organization of over 130 member companies and associations engaged in seed
research, production, marketing and trade, both domestically and internationally. Our members are proud to
be vital contributors to our nation’s economy and the health and well-being of all Canadians.
CSTA’s membership is diverse, working in over 50 crop kinds, including grains and oilseeds, special crops,
for- age and turf grasses, flowers, vegetables and fruits. Our member companies cover all sizes, from small
operations to large international companies.
CSTA is governed by a 16 member board of directors, supported by dedicated staff based in Ottawa, and
sustained by the energy and effort of member volunteers who devote their time and talents helping CSTA
achieve its mission on behalf of the seed industry and all producers.

Food, feed, fibre,
and fuel: it all starts
with seed.
The Importance of Seed
Seed is the vital first link in the entire agriculture and agri-food industry, which contributes $110 billion
annually to the Canadian economy. The seed industry specifically contributes over $6 billion to
the economy, employs more than 63,000
Canadians and exports more than $640 million
annually.
The seed industry thrives in a regulatory and
intellectual property environment that
encourages investment in innovation, so that
farmers can access the best products.
Canada’s seed system delivers high quality
seed products to customers here and around
the world.
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CSTA Key Areas of Focus

Our mission is to foster seed industry innovation and trade
REGULATORY SYSTEM
Enabling Plant Breeding Innovation
Government policy on seed, e.g. Incorporation by
Reference
Continued access to crop protection technologies
Clear path to market for new varieties
INVESTMENT IN INNOVATION
Robust Intellectual Property System
Development of a Value Creation System
Continued education on UPOV 91 and Plant Breeders’ Rights
Communications on the value of certified seed
TRADE & MARKET ACCESS
Trade facilitation for members
Science-based regulatory policies in seed export markets
International Standard for Seed Movement
Open Interprovincial trade
Trade diversification & market development
INDUSTRY IMAGE & PUBLIC TRUST
Public Trust in the Seed System
Promotion of Better Seed, Better Life
Access to labour
Stewardship, environment, and sustainability
Young people choosing seed as a career path
Positive seed industry image within agriculture
MEMBER SERVICES
CSTA member support and networking
Member input and priority setting
Seed sector outreach to stakeholders
Association represents the entire seed trade
Celebrate and share seed industry success
Effective governance and internal resources

Get Involved!

CSTA depends upon the
dedication and effort of our
members, who contribute to
our collective success.
CSTA Committees &
Working Groups
Biotechnology
Corn, Soybeans & Eastern
Cereals
Forage & Turf
Garden & Vegetable
Intellectual Property
International
Oilseeds, Pulses & Western
Cereals
Seed Applied Technologies
Stakeholder Relations
Diversity & Inclusion

130 Albert Street, Suite 300, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4 P: 613 829 9527 F: 613 829 3530 E: info@seedinnovation.ca seedinnovation.ca

Value of Membership

Become a member of CSTA and join an organization that has been helping members do business
in Canada and around the world since 1923!
CSTA keeps our members informed of trends in the seed industry and helps solve specific seed-related
challenges. CSTA works with government on behalf of the seed industry and represents the seed
industry in provincial, national and international organizations.
Contact us today for a membership application
at 613-829-9527 or info@seedinnovation.ca

CSTA Staff

Tyler McCann
Interim Executive Director
tmccann@seedinnovation.ca
Claudio Feulner
Manager, Regulatory Affairs & Trade
cfeulner@seedinnovation.ca
Lauren Martin
Manager, Government & Industry Relations
lmartin@seedinnovation.ca
Liz Lumsden
Manager, Communications & Member Services
llumsden@seedinnovation.ca
Kristen Hendricks
Executive Assistant & Meeting Planner
khendricks@seedinnovation.ca

Industry Information

Members get exclusive access to Trade
Winds, the leading source for breaking
news on the seed industry. This weekly
newsletter gives our members access to
the latest information on association and
industry updates, national and
international news, key events and more.

Networking & Learning
Opportunities

CSTA’s Annual and Semi-Annual meetings
are some of the key seed industry events
and always a highlight for our members
each year. CSTA also hosts regular
professional development webinars, open to
all members, on a wide variety of topics.

Advocacy

CSTA is engaged both federally and
provincially, across Canada, with
parliamentarians and decision-makers. CSTA
also sits on numerous industry-government
working groups. When policy decisions are
made the voices of CSTA members are heard
and considered.

International
Engagement

CSTA members are represented
internationally to government bodies:
the International Plant Protection
Convention (IPPC) of the United Nations
FAO and the North American Plant
Protection Organization (NAPPO), to help
make trade easier around the world. CSTA
also represents members with industry
colleagues at the International Seed
Federation (ISF) and Seed Association of the
Americas (SAA).
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