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The Honourable Jeff Leal 
Minister of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs 
11th Floor 77 Grenville Street  
Toronto, ON M7A 1B3 

The Honourable Chris Ballard 
Minister of the Environment and Climate Change 
11th Floor, Ferguson Block  
77 Wellesley Street West  
Toronto, ON M7A 2T5 

The Honourable Kathleen Wynne 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Bldg, Rm 281 Queen's Park  
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 

 

April 18, 2018 

RE: March 7, 2018 Letter from the Ontario Beekeepers’ Association (OBA) to Premier Wynne and 
Ministers Leal and Ballard regarding Class 12 regulations in Ontario 

On behalf of Canada’s plant science industry, CropLife Canada, with support from the Canadian Seed 
Trade Association (CSTA) is writing in response to a recent letter from the Ontario Beekeepers’ 
Association related to the implementation of the Class 12 pesticide regulations in Ontario. We wish to 
correct the record since that letter makes a number of claims that misrepresent the current situation 
and, in many cases, are factually inaccurate.  

CropLife Canada is the trade association representing the manufacturers, developers and distributors of 
plant science innovations, including pest control products and plant biotechnology, for use in 
agriculture, urban and public health settings. We are committed to protecting human health and the 
environment and the use of science to support policy to govern sustainable agriculture. 

The Canadian Seed Trade Association (CSTA) represents more than 130 members engaged in all aspects 
of seed research, production, and marketing and trade, both domestically and internationally. CSTA’s 
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members are involved in more than 50 different crops kinds pride themselves on being good stewards 
of the land and technology.  

In the interests of brevity, we will not review all of the errors in the OBA’s letter in detail but we would 
like to correct some of the more problematic assertions made in that correspondence.  

In their letter, the OBA claim that Government of Ontario data show a 22% reduction in treated acreage 
for corn and a 16% reduction for soybeans. Our review of these data — from the Ministry of the 
Environment and Climate Change (MoECC) and the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural 
Affairs (OMAFRA) — however, indicate that 68% of corn and 44% of soybean acres were planted with 
neonicotinoid-treated seed in 2017 (see summary in Table 1).1, 2 Since it is estimated that approximately 
99% of corn acres would previously have received a neonicotinoid seed treatment, this represents a 
significant reduction in grower use of this technology. A reduction, it is worth noting, that has occurred 
ahead of the regulated transition from growers to professional pest advisors performing the pest 
assessments required to purchase the Class 12 products.3  

Table 1. Summary of corn and soybean seeded acres in Ontario for the 2016 and 2017 growing seasons 

  Total seeded acres Total Class 12 acres 
 

Total untreated acres 
 

% treated acres 
 

corn soybean corn soybean corn soybean corn soybean 
2016 2,265,000 2,710,000 1,636,364 1,371,476 628,636 1,338,524 72% 51% 
2017 2,420,000 3,075,000 1,635,957 1,341,109 784,043 1,733,891 68% 44% 

 

While the Province has set an aspirational goal of an 80% reduction in the use of neonicotinoid-treated 
corn and soybean seed, we note that this target was never based on real-world data quantifying pest 
pressures in Ontario soils. Rather, it was derived from a preliminary modelling exercise and has since 
been questioned by agronomy experts from government, academia, and industry. As such, the number 
of acres planted with a Class 12 pesticide must be determined by grower need, as documented by the 
pest assessments and crop damage assessments performed by professional pest advisors under the 
regulations, and we request that the aspirational goal must be amended accordingly.  

In our review of the MoECC Class 12 pesticide data, we identified a number of anomalies that indicate 
the data are, at best, unreliable and call into question the conclusions drawn by the OBA. Our members, 
who represent a significant portion of the Class 12 market in Ontario, do not agree that the data 
accurately represent their experiences and believe that the actual decline in Class 12 use is greater than 
that reported.  Even so, the data reported indicate a significant reduction in Class 12 Pesticide use to 
68% of corn and 44% of soybean acres - a significant reduction 

                                                           
1 Total seeded area was calculated from OMAFRA data for fodder and grain corn: 
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/stats/crops/estimate_new.htm  
2 Area seeded with Class 12 pesticides was calculated from MoECC data available here: 
https://www.ontario.ca/data/corn-and-soybean-neonicotinoid-treated-seed-data  
3 As per Subsection 8.2 (5) of the Regulations, available here: 
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/090063#BK16  

http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/stats/crops/estimate_new.htm
https://www.ontario.ca/data/corn-and-soybean-neonicotinoid-treated-seed-data
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/090063#BK16
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The OBA also claimed that there is a lack of enforcement of the regulations but it is unclear precisely 
what elements of the regulations they believe are not being followed. As prescribed in the regulations, a 
professional pest advisor cannot receive a special financial incentive to promote the sale of 
neonicotinoid-treated seeds versus non-treated seeds (i.e., seed not treated with a Class 12 pesticide). 
Therefore, the OBA’s claim that permitting Certified Crop Advisors to recommend the use of treated 
seeds represents a conflict of interest is false and misleading. Moreover, the transition period to phase 
in the implementation of professional pest advisors (and away from grower assessments of pest 
pressure) has existed in the legislation for a significant amount of time and represents an additional 
level of independent assessment. 

It is disappointing that the OBA is now demanding an expansion of Class 12 to include other crops and 
other seed treatment products. This approach reinforces the perception that the OBA is not interested 
in furthering the health of bees or the beekeeping sector in Ontario, rather they have aligned their 
position with groups like the David Suzuki Foundation and Friends of the Earth whose anti-agriculture 
stances are well documented. Expanding Class 12 to capture the crops and products that the OBA 
requests is not scientifically justifiable and would significantly increase the burden on Ontario’s 
agricultural sector with absolutely no benefit to pollinator health.  

We would like to highlight a number of recent publications and regulatory decisions that support the 
safety of neonicotinoid seed treatments to honeybees. For example, researchers at the University of 
Guelph completed the most extensive meta-analysis to date on the potential effects of neonicotinoid 
seed treatments on honey bee health. They found that, when used correctly, this class of chemistry does 
not adversely affect honey bee colonies and overall bee health.4, 5, 6, 7, 8 Most notably, however, are the 
recent statements by Health Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) regarding its 
pollinator-specific re-evaluation of neonicotinoid seed treatments. In their proposed pollinator re-
evaluation decisions for both thiamethoxam and clothianidin (two of the three neonicotinoids used in 
the Ontario market and captured under the Class 12 regulations), the PMRA concluded that the seed 

                                                           
4 Keith R Solomon, Gladys L Stephenson (2017) Quantitative weight of evidence assessment of higher-tier studies 
on the toxicity and risks of neonicotinoid insecticides in honeybees 1: Methods, Journal of Toxicology and 
Environmental Health, Part B 20:6-7, 316-329 
5 Gladys L Stephenson, Keith R Solomon. (2017) Quantitative weight of evidence assessment of higher tier studies 
on the toxicity and risks of neonicotinoids in honeybees. 2. Imidacloprid. Journal of Toxicology and Environmental 
Health, Part B 20:6-7, 330-345 
6 Keith R. Solomon, Gladys L. Stephenson. (2017) Quantitative weight of evidence assessment of higher tier studies 
on the toxicity and risks of neonicotinoids in honeybees. 3. Clothianidin. Journal of Toxicology and Environmental 
Health, Part B 20:6-7, 346-364.  
7 Gladys L Stephenson, Keith R Solomon. (2017) Quantitative weight of evidence assessment of higher tier studies 
on the toxicity and risks of neonicotinoids in honeybees. 4. Thiamethoxam. Journal of Toxicology and 
Environmental Health, Part B 20:6-7, 365-382.  
8 Keith R Solomon, Gladys L Stephenson. (2017) Quantitative weight of evidence assessment of risk to honeybee 
colonies from use of imidacloprid, clothianidin, and thiamethoxam as seed treatments: a postscript. Journal of 
Toxicology and Environmental Health, Part B 20:6-7, pages 383-386.  

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10937404.2017.1388568
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10937404.2017.1388568
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10937404.2017.1388567
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10937404.2017.1388567
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10937404.2017.1388568
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10937404.2017.1388568
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10937404.2017.1388574
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10937404.2017.1388574
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treatment uses of these products on corn, soybeans, and other crops are safe to bees and other 
pollinators when used properly and in conjunction with appropriate best management practices.9, 10 

The OBA also states that bee incident reports have dropped because “beekeepers have no incentive to 
report losses. PMRA no longer samples bees, pollen or comb. There is now no mechanism by which 
beekeepers can determine the source of exposure when pesticide poisoning is suspected.” They provide 
no evidence to support this claim, which we note is inconsistent with other Canadian and Ontario 
industry reports. For example, the 2016 Ontario Provincial Apiarist report makes no reference to 
unreported pesticide-related incidents11, 12.The most logical explanation for the decline in bee incident 
reports to the PMRA (a drop of more than 80% since 2014) is that there are fewer incidents to report.13 
This reduction reflects the tremendous collaborative work by all agricultural stakeholders to address the 
issue of fugitive dust released during planting in order to mitigate potential exposure risks to bees.  

Experts agree that bee health is incredibly complex and affected by a number of factors, such as disease, 
viruses, nutrition, weather, pesticides (including those used in the hive) and other beekeeping practices.  
No industry in Canada has invested more heavily in honeybee health than the crop protection industry. 
For example, among our many commitments in this space, we were instrumental in establishing the 
AAFC National Bee Health Roundtable; provided funding for the ongoing Canadian National Honeybee 
Health Survey; and developed the BeeConnected app to facilitate grower-beekeeper communications.14 
We remain committed to working collaboratively with all stakeholders to deliver practical and effective 
solutions to address pollinator health. It is disappointing, therefore, to see the OBA continue to 
advocate without cause for further, more divisive restrictions, on federally registered products rather 
than focus on addressing the numerous factors that are known to be adversely affecting bee health in 
Ontario and around the world.15 Their singular focus on pesticides as the main challenge to bee health 
does a massive disservice to the complexity of the bee health issue. 

In our earlier submissions to the Province on the draft Class 12 regulations, we cautioned against 
creating an awkward and red-tape-laden regulatory environment for Ontario’s agricultural community. 
We reiterate our earlier concern that the success of any Ontario pollinator health initiative will not be 
realized without the active engagement of the entire agricultural community. The negative impact of the 
province’s decision to hastily introduce divisive regulations that severely impact Ontario’s farmers 

                                                           
9 PMRA. 2017. Proposed Registration Decision PRD2017-17, Clothianidin. December 19, 2017. H113-9/2017-17E-
PDF.  
10 PMRA. 2017. Proposed Registration Decision PRD2017-18, Thiamethoxam. December 19, 2017. H113-9/2017-
18E-PDF 
11 The 2016 Ontario Provincial Apiarist report is available here: 
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/food/inspection/bees/16rep.htm  
12 Although interestingly, this same report describes the Province’s ongoing study of pesticides in bee-collected 
pollen. We would assert that this study should fulfil the OBA’s request for an ongoing monitoring program.   
13 PMRA provided an update on incident report numbers in 2017: https://www.canada.ca/en/health-
canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/pesticides-pest-management/decisions-
updates/reevaluation-note/2017/evaluation-neonicotinoid-insecticides-update-pollinator-risk-assessments-
rev2017-03.html  
14 We have included more detailed summaries of our ongoing commitments to honeybee health research in earlier 
submissions to the Ontario government on various elements of their Pollinator Health Action Plan. 
15 Reviewed most recently here: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214574517302080  

http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/food/inspection/bees/16rep.htm
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/pesticides-pest-management/decisions-updates/reevaluation-note/2017/evaluation-neonicotinoid-insecticides-update-pollinator-risk-assessments-rev2017-03.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/pesticides-pest-management/decisions-updates/reevaluation-note/2017/evaluation-neonicotinoid-insecticides-update-pollinator-risk-assessments-rev2017-03.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/pesticides-pest-management/decisions-updates/reevaluation-note/2017/evaluation-neonicotinoid-insecticides-update-pollinator-risk-assessments-rev2017-03.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/pesticides-pest-management/decisions-updates/reevaluation-note/2017/evaluation-neonicotinoid-insecticides-update-pollinator-risk-assessments-rev2017-03.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214574517302080
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cannot be overstated. We would welcome and opportunity to meet with you, at your convenience, to 
discuss potential solutions that meet the needs of all agricultural stakeholders.  

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Pierre Petelle 
President and CEO, CropLife Canada 

 

 

 

 

Dave Carey 
Executive Director, Canadian Seed Trade Association 

 

 

 

Cc: Michael Doggett, Manager, Pollinator Health Compliance (Acting), Ontario Ministry of the 
Environment and Climate Change.  

 

 

 


