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March 27, 2018 
 
 
Alberta Corn Industry Stakeholders 
 
Re:  Suspension of the ACC Corn Hybrid Performance Trials 
 
Yesterday at the ACC Annual General Meeting the decision was made to suspend 
immediately and indefinitely the Alberta Corn Hybrid Testing Program.  The decision 
was not made lightly and has, in fact, been a topic of discussion for several years prior 
to this resolution.     
 
The Alberta Corn Committee was formed in 1970 and was originally actively involved in 
promoting mostly grain corn production through field scale hybrid trials, tours and 
conferences in southern Alberta; but the main activity was the coordination of the 
Hybrid Recommendation Trials that supported crop insurance data for grain and silage 
corn.  When there was no longer a need for these trials for crop insurance purposes, 
the trials continued as a public service to producers looking for hybrids suitable to our 
short corn season.  Supported financially by the seed companies, the trials have run for 
many years thanks to dedicated scientists at Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada and 
Alberta Agriculture & Forestry. 
 
Unfortunately, over the past several years all active members of the ACC have come 
from industry, despite many attempts to engage producers in the operation of the 
organization.   These active members have been very clear in their willingness to work 
with the ACC and promote its efforts, but they are adamant that the organization be 
run by producers, for the good of all corn producers in the province.   
 
Although results from a recent survey by the ACC indicated that individuals find the 
information useful, traffic to the trial results on the ACC website is very limited.  In 
addition, anecdotal evidence from industry representatives indicates that uptake of the 
ACC trial results is lukewarm at best and sporadic.  Many producers are making their 
decisions regarding hybrids for their farms on the basis of information from trusted 
company representatives.  The work involved in coordinating and executing the trials as 
well as analyzing and publishing the data is considerable, and if this data is not valued 
by those for whom it is produced then it is apparent to the Committee that the trials 



 
 

 

are only taking precious time and resources away from other work that our scientists do 
for the greater agricultural good.  For industry, the costs associated with entering 
hybrids into the trials could be better spent elsewhere if the uptake of results is so 
uninspiring.   
 
For these reasons, the ACC is suspending the trials.  If anyone has any comments, 
questions or concerns about this decision, the office will remain open until the end of 
the calendar year as we transition the organization.   
 
The loss of the ACC trials is disappointing to be sure, however it does not have to mean 
the end to corn research in Alberta.  If there are other organizations that are interested 
in taking on the work of the Hybrid Performance Trials, the Committee would be happy 
to have a discussion with them.  It is the hope of the present Committee that the needs 
of new and existing corn producers can still be met with unbiased, scientific corn 
production information well into the future. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Tokariuk 
Manager, ACC 
On behalf of the Committee 
 
 
 
 


