Cheers for Cereals Did You Know?
Cereals are grains - including wheat, barley, oat, rye and triticale, and they’re
used to make products like bread, baked goods, pasta, breakfast cereals, animal
feed and alcohol products. Canada’s cereal sector is an integrated system with
everyone working together for success. That means cereal seed companies work
with breeders, farm organizations, grain handlers, processing firms and exporters
to guide the growth and development of Canadian cereal seed breeding research,
cereal production, market outreach and support.

• Serious Research

The private sector invested over $101 million in plant breeding, research and variety
development in 2012 - and $8 million of that was for cereal plant breeding, research
and variety development. Forecast for 2017: $13 million.

• Seed Breeding

There’s some seriously cool research results coming from Canadian breeders, like
semi-dwarf wheat varieties with shorter, stronger straw. That means improved harvest
efficiency, or a faster harvest using less fuel to remove the grain from the field.
Researchers have also developed wheat varieties to fight insects, like solid stemmed
wheat that reduces the impact of the stem sawfly, and midge tolerant varieties of
wheat that reduce yield losses and the need for insecticides. Did you know that
cereals are not genetically engineered or modified? Breeding is done by natural
selection and cross pollination, the same way scientists breed heirloom tomatoes for
special traits.

• The Rise of Hybrid Fall Rye

Hybrid fall rye may be a game-changer for commercial growers in western Canada.
The cross-pollinated seed produces more grain than non-hybrid crop, has uniform
growth and maturity, and is of good quality, making it economical to grow. And,
since there’s a lot of demand for rye, but not a lot grown around the world, Canadian
farmers have the opportunity to expand their markets. Not only are millers and
distillers interested in the hybrid fall rye, but so are livestock feed producers and
ethanol plants.

Information about CSTA:
The Canadian Seed Trade Association is the national voice of more than 130 seed
company members that develop, produce and market high-quality seed for field crops
and home gardens, nationally and internationally. CSTA’s Better Seed, Better Life
program is based on materials created by the American Seed Trade Association and is a
collaborative effort of ASTA and CSTA.
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