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About the CSTA
• 130 Seed company members
• Diverse membership
• Single farm producer/retailers to
multinational corporations
• Packet spice, vegetable, flower seed
retailers to large western grain handling
companies
• Organic seed producers to biotech trait
developers
• Elected volunteer Board of Directors, Executive,
Committees and Working Groups
• Committed to representing the common interests
of all members
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Coexistence Planning – Why CSTA?
• Priority established by the CSTA Board
• Swelling innovation pipeline
• To find solutions to challenges of a growing
population
p
p
and environmental p
protection
• Includes use of tools including biotechnology
in many different crop kinds
• Industry approach required
• To reflect the diverse needs of seed and
broader agriculture sector
• Facilitate continued use of production system
that best meets the needs of various sectors
• Organic, conventional, use of biotechnology

CSTA’s Board of Directors is committed
to facilitating choice for farmers.
• Given our diverse membership CSTA in best
position to facilitate co-existence strategy
• Depending on their operations, customers and
markets, farmers need to be able to choose the
production system that best meets their needs
• Whether organic, conventional, or utilizes
products developed through biotechnology
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What is a Coexistence Plan?
A framework that guides the implementation of
stewardship and best management practices to be
employed and enforced in order for three
production systems (organic, conventional and
GM) to successfully coexist.

How Did We Get to This Point?
•

26 Member steering committee
• Committed to ensuring the seed industry and
farmers have choice
• Coexistence plans can only be developed if the
interests affected participate
• Today’s workshop
• Effort to bring the value chain together
• Understand the science
• Understand each other’s concerns
• Work cooperatively to address them
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Principles of Coexistence
1. The goal of coexistence planning is to provide
producers with freedom of choice and
opportunity to pursue diverse markets.
2. Coexistence plans will be based on good
communication and mutual respect between
neighbours, individuals and companies who
have opted for different approaches to
production, to capture different market
opportunities
oppo
tu t es (e
(e.g.
g o
organic,
ga c, co
conventional
e to a a
and
d
biotechnology)
3. Coexistence plans are built on science based
stewardship programs and tools for monitoring
the efficacy of such programs.

Principles of Coexistence
4. Coexistence standards/practises/tolerances
must be practical, achievable and economically
feasible, and must be focussed on market
opportunity They are not meant to address
opportunity.
health and safety of food, feed and the
environment, which is the focus of regulation.
5. Those who benefit from each system must
accept the responsibility for implementing the
practises
p
act ses required
equ ed to ac
achieve
e e coe
coexistence
ste ce
standards.
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The Objective of this Workshop
A value chain developed Coexistence Plan for
Alfalfa Hay in Eastern Canada that will:
• Characterize each production system for the crop
• Characterize the markets and trade of the crop
from each production system:
• For each production system, define categories
of production, handling, transportation,
marketing and trade where measures will need
to be taken to assure successful coexistence
• For each category, define broad concerns,
issues and measures that will need to be
addressed in enforced stewardship plans.

What Today is About:
• Eastern Hay
g and collaboration
• Dialogue
• Understanding the diverse needs in the
market
• Listening and learning
• Working towards an agreed upon goal
• Developing an actionable plan
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What Today is About:
• Developing a co-existence plan
– for future opportunities in alfalfa
– potential template for other crops
• High priority within CSTA
• Respecting the needs of all producers
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